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Capitol Heights, Maryland 20743 

RE: MM Docket No. 99-325 

Dear Ms. Dortch, 

Thank you for giving public radio stations, our audiences and supporters this opportunity to 

express our support for the supplemental audio channel (SAC).WABE is a public radio station 

licensed to the Board of Education of the City of Atlanta and managed by the Atlanta 

Educational Telecommunications Collaborative (AETC) a non profit 50 1 -C3 whose mission is 

to enrich Atlantans' learning by providing youth and adults with programs that fulfill their 

educational, cultural and entertainment requirements and desires. For more than 50 years 

listeners in this community have relied on WABE for its programming; first as an educational 

station whose programming mirrored the classroom curriculum and now as the sole provider of 

classical music and NPR news and information. While we take pride in being the sole provider of 

each format, in recent years many of our listeners have expressed frustration with the dual 
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offering. Music listeners feel slighted that there is not a 24 hour classical station on the dial in 

Atlanta and news/information listeners argue that the dual format limits the program diversity of 

news d information we could offer if we had a single format. Many new transplants to Atlanta 

have moved h m  other cities where there is more than one public radio affiliate, or the public 

radio station has two frequencies, each devoted to a different format, and they have come to rely 

tOp€wide are reqWiv& ti& or music. 

Acquiring a second frequency would not be a viable option for us and many other stations 

because of the enormous cost involved in the purchase of either an AM or FM station. An SAC 

would not be cost prohibitive for stations such as WABE because the investment would be the 

m audi s would be a great incentive 

to convert to digital broadcasting and embrace the new digital technology. 

Atlanta, like many other cities is experiencing a growth in its population especially among 

various minority groups. These individuals have typically not had clear access to the American 

process for healthcare, adequate housing and education. Having the ability to address these 

concerns and these individuals and possibly in a language other than English via a SAC would be 

a dream come true for many public radio stations. The possibilities are both exciting and 

limitless. I can not think of a better way to further expand the public service of public 

radio and its mission to serve the educational needs of its communities and the needs and 

interests of listeners. 
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Thank you again for this opportunity and I hope that the commission’s ruling on Digital Radio 

and SAC will result in WABE’s ability and the ability of public radio stations across the country 

to provide! diverse and far-reaching service to their communities. 

Sincerely, 1 

Earl Johnson 
Vice President & General Manager 

Public Broadcasting Atlanta 
WABE-FM 90.1 
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